Mass Higher Education and the Changing
Labour Market for Graduates






Mass Higher Education
and the Changing
Labour Market for

Graduates

From Employability to Employment

Edited by
Fatima Suleman

Instituto Universitario de Lisboa (ISCTE-IUL), DINAMIA CET,
Portugal

Pedro Videira

Instituto Universitario de Lisboa (ISCTE-IUL), DINAMIA CET,
Portugal

Pedro N. Teixeira
Faculty of Economics and CIPES, University of Porto, Portugal

EE Edward Elgar

PUBLISHING

Cheltenham, UK ¢ Northampton, MA, USA



© Editors and Contributing Authors Severally 2024

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical or
photocopying, recording, or otherwise without the prior permission of the publisher.

Published by

Edward Elgar Publishing Limited
The Lypiatts

15 Lansdown Road

Cheltenham

Glos GL50 2JA

UK

Edward Elgar Publishing, Inc.
William Pratt House

9 Dewey Court

Northampton

Massachusetts 01060

USA

A catalogue record for this book
is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Control Number: 2024939073

This book is available electronically in the Elgaronline

Sociology, Social Policy and Education subject collection
http://dx.doi.org/10.4337/9781035307159

ISBN 978 1 0353 0714 2 (cased)
ISBN 978 1 0353 0715 9 (eBook)


http://dx.doi.org/10.4337/doi


Contents

List of contributors vii
Foreword: the never-ending tension between the expansion of

higher education and graduate careers xii
Ulrich Teichler

Acknowledgements XV

Introduction: the complex transition of higher education
graduates into the labour market 1
Fatima Suleman, Pedro Videira, and Pedro N. Teixeira

PART I GRADUATES’ LABOUR MARKET
CHALLENGES AND STRATEGIES IN
MASSIFIED HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEMS
IN HIGH-INCOME COUNTRIES

1 The consequences of the dualization of the French higher
education system for graduates’ vertical mismatch in the
labour market 12
Jean-Francois Giret and Janine Jongbloed

2 The school-to-work transition among college graduates in
South Korea 35
Jisun Jung and Soo Jeung Lee

3 The Spanish higher education system and the
employability of its graduates 57
Adela Garcia-Aracil and Rosa Isusi-Fagoaga

PARTII GRADUATES’ LABOUR MARKET
CHALLENGES AND STRATEGIES IN
MASSIFIED HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEMS
IN MIDDLE-INCOME COUNTRIES

4 The expansion of higher education and overeducation in
Portugal: insights from the last two decades 80
Fatima Suleman, Pedro Videira and Pedro N. Teixeira

v



vi

Mass higher education and the changing labour market for graduates

The economic situation of higher education graduates in
the labour market in Poland 102
Dominik Antonowicz and Jarostaw Domalewski

The massification of higher education and labour market
outcomes of university graduates in Russia 125
Victor Rudakov, Sergey Roshchin, Ksenia Rozhkova and Pavel Travkin

From employability to employment: university education
and employers’ requirements in Chile 157
Oscar Espinoza and Noel McGinn

PARTIII GRADUATES’ LABOUR MARKET

10

11

12

CHALLENGES AND STRATEGIES IN
EMERGING HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEMS
IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

Growing pains: higher education expansion and graduate
employment in China 183
Po Yang

Social origin, skills, and graduates’ formal employability
in Brazil: how does it vary across fields of study and institutions? 206
André Vieira and Maria Ligia de Oliveira Barbosa

Growth, employment, and employability in India:
a gendered outlook 231
Mona Khare and Sonam Arora

The Lebanese labour market: the bittersweet reality 250
Leila Youssef

Conclusion: global trends for the economic and social
factors affecting the returns of higher education 276
Fatima Suleman, Pedro Videira, and Pedro N. Teixeira



7.  From employability to employment:
university education and employers’
requirements in Chile

Oscar Espinoza and Noel McGinn

INTRODUCTION

This chapter is an evaluation of the impact in Chile of introducing “employ-
ability” as a key element in the profile of university graduates. Beginning in
1973, Chile has experienced rapid economic growth and dramatic political
change. It has achieved universal enrolment in primary and secondary educa-
tion, passed from the elite through the massification stage in higher education
and is poised at the entrance to the universal stage (Quaresma et al., 2022).
Reforms in curriculum and pedagogies emphasizing development of gradu-
ate’s “competencies” may have played an important role in Chile’s economic
growth. To date, however, there has been no systematic analysis of the con-
tribution of universities’ emphasis on employability of graduates.! Contextual
analysis of this experience can broaden understanding of employability and the
new role assigned to higher education.

After this introduction, the chapter continues with a brief review of the
concept of employability. A following section describes three efforts to
introduce employability into the curriculum, and some effects on the economy
and the career paths of university graduates. The fourth section analyses the
impediments to improving employability of university graduates. The chapter
concludes with an explanation of why progress has been slow and offers sug-
gestions as to what might accelerate the process.

A Brief History of Higher Education and Economic Policy in Chile
Chile is located at the edge of the populated world, isolated by the Pacific
Ocean and a high mountain range. Rich in minerals and limited arable land, its

assigned role in the Spanish empire was to supply raw mineral and agricultural
products to other colonies and the mother country. Its settler population grew
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